
Narrative Frame


The narrative or story frame is commonly found in fiction and contains the following elements:

1. Characters:  the characteristics of the main characters in the story.  

2. Setting:  the time, place, and context I which the information took place.

3. Initiating event: the event that starts the action rolling in the story.

4. Internal response:  how the main characters react emotionally to the initiating event.

5. Goal:  what the main characters decide to do as a reaction to the initiating event 
(the goal they set).

6. Consequence:  how the main characters try to accomplish the goal.

7. Resolution:  how the goal turns out.

     Components 3-7 are sometimes repeated to create what is called an episode.


Frame Questions





Who are the main characters and what distinguishes them from others?


When and where did the story take place?  What were the circumstances?


What prompted the action in the story?


How did the characters express their feelings?


What did the main characters decide to do?  Did they set a goal, and if so, what was it?


How did the main characters try to accomplish their goal(s)?


What were the consequences?








