
Definition Frame


The purpose of a definition is to describe a particular concept and identify subordinate concepts.  Definition patterns contain the following elements:

1. Term – the subject to be defined.

2. Set – the general category to which the term belongs.

3. Gross characteristics – those characteristics that separate the term from other elements in the set.

4. Minute differences – those different classes of objects that fall directly beneath the term.


Frame Questions





What is being defined?


To which general category does the item belong?


What characteristics separate the item from other things in the general category?


What are some different types or classes of the item being defined?








