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Ready Reference Form

Goal: Accuracy Strategy: Skip the Word, Then Come Back

Definition

Why Children
Need This
Strategy

Secret to
Success

How We
Teach It

Troubleshooting

When students come to words they don’t know, they skip over the word until
they come to the end of the sentence or passage. Then readers back up and read
the sentence again, using the first letter or letters of the skipped word and their
context clues to decode the unknown word.

If we don’t teach students how to skip a word and come back, some children will
stall on the unknown word and be unable to move on. Using this strategy also
allows readers to comprehend using context clues. 

Skip the unknown word, but be certain to come back. 

This strategy is a lead-in to Trade a Word.

When introducing and practicing this strategy, our favorite way to teach begins
with the use of shared text (Big Book, chart, or copy of text projected electroni-
cally on the wall or screen). Before displaying the text, we take sticky notes and
cover up a word or two in a passage. We ask students to pretend the covered
word is one they don’t know. We model skipping over the unknown word, read-
ing the rest of the sentence, and then backing up to reread the sentence. When
we reread the sentence, we uncover the first letter of the sticky note–covered
word and demonstrate how we use the first letter and the context clues within
the passage to try to figure it out.  

Help children realize it is okay to skip over a word and then come back to it.
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